
'Redefining the ABY Framework: Advancing Underground Pipeline 
as a Convergence Model in Haryana' 

Background 

Irrigation water is the scarcest natural resource in agricultural production system. Over 
the decade, its significance and importance has increased due to uneven distribution 
of rainfall and decreasing ground water table. In Haryana, 88 blocks of the state have 
been listed in over-exploited category tells the gravity of the problem, out of which 36 
blocks have been covered under Atal Bhujal Yojana. Although, the state has 94% 
irrigated area and out of this area 65% irrigation is done through tube well. Farmers 
carry water from tube well or his irrigation source to every corner of his land through 
open channel. This led to various conveyance and evaporation loss of water, which 
decreases irrigation potential of source and costs him extra in form of electricity and 
diesel consumption. It has also led to over exploitation of aquifer. Therefore, on-farm 
water management through water saving devices such as Underground Pipeline 
System (UGPL) is need of the hour in the light of degradation of underground reserves. 

Introduction 

In the agricultural landscape of Haryana, the Atal Bhujal Yojana (ABY) takes spotlight 
as a transformative initiative led by the Irrigation & Water Resources Department. 
Implemented across 1656 Gram Panchayats spanning 36 blocks in 14 districts, this 
scheme is designed to revolutionize irrigation practices and promote sustainable 
farming. Collaborating with the Agriculture & Farmers Welfare Department, the 
Irrigation & Water Resources Department has introduced a model of convergence, 
inviting applications for the Underground Pipeline (UGPL) scheme. This 
groundbreaking endeavour extends a 50 percent subsidy on UGPL to eligible farmers, 
positioning itself as a catalyst for positive change. ABY's commitment to a unified and 
coordinated approach underscores its mission to achieve sustainable groundwater 
management and foster agricultural development. By dismantling departmental silos 
and fostering collaboration, ABY aspires to craft a comprehensive strategy that leaves 
a lasting impact on critical water resource and agricultural challenges in the state of 
Haryana. 

Aims And Objectives Driving the Promotion of the UGPL 

i. Reduce losses of water from the system by seepage and leakage (transit 
losses). 

ii. Reduce time of water flow through the fields (travel time). 
iii. To enhance water use efficiency at farm level through various measures of 

minimizing the water losses in the watercourse and in the irrigated field 
judicious use of scarce irrigation water.  

iv. Saving of energy, labour, and time.  
v. To minimize the effect weeds, insects, and pests’ infestation.  
vi. To Increase irrigation potential of Irrigation Source. 
vii. Reduce water-logging.  



Key Points to Note About the Convergence Model 

1. Eligibility and Application Process: 
 Agriculture and Farmers Welfare 

Haryana is implementing the scheme for 
Under Ground Pipe Line funded by ABY. 

 The scheme is available to farmers in 
1656 Gram Panchayats of 36 Over 
Exploited Blocks in Haryana.  

 To participate, farmers must own the 
land for which they are seeking the 
subsidy. 

 Applications for the subsidy can be 
submitted online, and the allocation of 
benefits follows a first-come, first-served 
basis. 

2. Crops Registration Requirement: 

 Farmers interested in availing the 
subsidy must register their crops on the 
'Meri Fasal Mera Byora' portal. This step 
is mandatory for accessing the subsidy 
on the UGPL scheme. 

3. Financial Outlay:  
 Total funds allocated: Rs. 

4000.00 lakh (Rupees 
Forty Crore) 

 Nature of project: Social 
sector initiative for the 
farming community 

 Risk assessment: No risks 
identified in legal, 
environmental, revenue, 
project management, or 
regulatory aspects of 
implementation. 

 Block-wise physical and 
financial target: 

  



4. Financial Assistance Details: 
 The scheme offers a 50 percent subsidy on the purchase of underground 

pipelines. 
 The grant provided is upto Rs. 25,000/- per hectare with a maximum ceiling of 

Rs. 60,000/- per beneficiary is admissible only on material (HDPE/PVC pipes 
and accessories) excluding earth work. 

 The grant is applicable for a maximum of 6 acres of land. 
 The subsidy will be disbursed directly to the farmer’s bank account. 

4. Limited Scope and Deadline: 
 The scheme is limited to specific Gram Panchayats and Blocks, focusing on 

areas identified as Over Exploited. 
 Interested farmers need to act promptly, as the last date for submitting 

applications is 12 December 2023. 

5. Contact Information: 

 The Director/Director General, Agriculture& Farmers Welfare, Haryana would 
be overall controlling officer of the scheme, whereas, concerned Assistant Soil 
Conservation Officers (ASCO) in the State will be the implementing agency of 
this project. 

 Farmers seeking more information can also contact the office of the concerned 
Divisional Soil Conservation Officer, Assistant Soil Conservation Officer, 
Agriculture Development Officer, or Agriculture Inspector in their respective 
districts. 

6. Website Reference: 
Comprehensive 
information, guidelines, 
and the application 
process can be found on 
the official website of 
Agriculture & Farmers 
Welfare Department i.e. 
www.agriharyana.gov.in. 
 

7. Awareness: 

Harnessing the power of local newspapers for UGPL advertisements, coupled with the 
strategic distribution of brochures and pamphlets, serves as a pivotal means of 
disseminating crucial information about the UGPL scheme. This multifaceted 
approach not only acts as informative content but also serves as a source of inspiration 
for farmers to actively engage and apply. 



In addition, the on-spot 
registration of UGPL, 
facilitated by DPMUs and 
guided by Agriculture 
Experts, is significantly 
contributing to the 
upscaling of UGPL 
applications. This hands-on 
registration process 
ensures that farmers 
receive immediate support 
and guidance, reinforcing 
the seamless integration of 
UGPL into agricultural 
practices. 

 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, the collaborative synergy between the Irrigation & Water Resources 
Department and the Agriculture & Farmers Welfare Department stands as a testament 
to their unwavering commitment to the successful implementation of the Atal Bhujal 
Yojana (ABY). This united front is poised to bring about a transformative impact on 
irrigation infrastructure and agricultural development in Haryana. The subsidy 
program, a pivotal component of ABY, not only signifies a financial boost for farmers 
but also serves as a catalyst for the advancement of sustainable and efficient farming 



practices through the widespread implementation of underground pipelines. As the 
deadline approaches, it is imperative for interested farmers to seize this opportune 
moment and submit their applications promptly. The amalgamation of resources, 
expertise, and cross-sector initiatives in this concerted effort further underscores the 
dedication to maximizing the positive impact and effectiveness of the Atal Bhujal 
Yojana. Through these combined efforts, the vision of a more resilient and prosperous 
agricultural landscape in Haryana is well within reach. 


